46                  The Jacobins oppose War.           [CHAP.

On November 28 Eobespierre first appeared in the club after
a visit to his native place, and began a spirited debate by
arguing that, though war might be justified, it was not
expedient. Danton and Collot d'Herbois followed him, and
expressed their detestation of the idea of war yet more forcibly.
On December 12 Carra the journalist, and Dubois-Crance who
was to be the founder of the Revolutionary army, earnestly
opposed the war, and Kobespierre then declared the same
opinion which he had put forth in the Constituent Assembly
on Le Chapelier's motion of February, 1791, that the case of
the emigres was not one which called for special legislation,
and that *such special legislation would weaken the power of
the law in general. This noble protest for justice to the
^migrfe, raised when all France was clamouring for their
punishment, of itself proves Robespierre's courage. On
December 16 Brissot came down to the Jacobins' to defend his
favourite measure, but was opposed and completely vanquished
in debate by Danton, and on December 19 even Billaud-
Yarenne, the most severe Jacobin of all, condemned the war.
These sentiments of the extreme Jacobins it is most important
to notice at once, for it is generally believed and has often
been declared that they were the real authors of the great war
which was to change the whole face of Europe.

Under the influence of the country's clamour the king felt
bound to surrender his longing for peace, and by a complete
change of ministry a new departure appeared in the royal
policy. Such a ministerial change to mark a new departure
had been a favourite scheme of Mirabeau's, and the first
resignation among the ministry was that of his old corre-
spondent, the Comte de Montmorin. On November 29 Valdec
de Lessart, who had proved his incompetence in the affair of
Avignon, and had not been a success at the Ministry of the
Interior, was removed to the Foreign Office after the post had
been refused by four diplomatists, De Moustier, S6gur, Choiseul-
Gouffier, and Barth&emy, and was himself succeeded by a
friend of Duport du Tertre's, Cahier de Gerville, who was
deputy proeureur-syndic to the commune of Paris, and had